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Rep. Renee Ellmers
addresses members
and guests at Bragg’s
new conference center

Carol Ivey, Auxiliary Liaison, and
Juan Chavez, Chapter President,
present a wreath during Armed
Forces Day Celebration in the NC
Veterans Park (Photo by CFC
Photo Service)

If U.S. Rep Renee
Ellmers and  other
members of the

North Carolina
Congressional
delegation are
successful, then the
USAF 440th Airlift
Wing will remain  at
Pope Field. She told the almost 100 attendees at the
bi-monthly Chapter meeting that her initiative
requires the Secretary of Defense to attest in writing
the proposed move will not affect readiness. Rep.
Ellmers expects the Air Force to realize and accept
the need to keep them here.

 Rep. Ellmers’ remarks were well received by
our members and guests (see President’s Report on
page 2 for more information). She also discussed
other initiatives including improving mental health
care for young veterans.

 President Chavez thanked her for taking time to
address the Chapter and conferred Honorary
Membership upon her.  Because Rep. Ellmers
collects baseball caps and displays them in her
Dunn office, she was presented a Cape Fear Chapter
cap as well.

 The next general membership
luncheon is scheduled for Thursday,
July 30 beginning at 1130 hours at The
Mash House.
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Last month was without question the
busiest ever for the chapter, at least since
I’ve been at the helm.  Hands down the

highlight of the month was the 27 May general
membership meeting and luncheon honoring
U.S. Representative Renee Ellmers.  It was a
record breaker not only in terms of the
aggregate number of attendees (98), but the
number of prominent guests at one event as
well.  It also marked our first meeting in the
new Fort Bragg Conference and Catering
Center.

We are grateful to Mayor Nat Robertson of
Fayetteville, LTG Stephen Townsend our new
XVIII Airborne Corps and Fort Bragg
Commander, and BG James Scanlan,
Commander of the 440th Airlift Wing for
making time in their busy schedules to attend.
Their presence together with that of other very
special guests, added to the stature of the event.

Congresswoman Ellmers was most
appreciative of the honorary membership
conferred upon her, and most important, for the
opportunity to talk to us about legislative issues
that are affecting our active military and
veterans.  Closer to home, she addressed her
efforts in regards to the future of the 440th

Airlift Wing at Pope Field.  She pledged to
continue working those and other issues of
primary concern to MOAA.  We are indeed
fortunate to have someone like Representative
Ellmers on our side, and we look forward to a
long-lasting relationship with her and her staff.

There were two other positives about the
luncheon/meeting:  first, we signed up two new
members and received commitments by two
more.  Secondly, Chaplain (LTC) Timothy
Atkinson, back from a 1 year deployment to
Qatar, volunteered to replace Chaplain (Major)
Ron Webb who is departing on permanent
change of station to Fort Lewis, Washington.  I
had the privilege of presenting Chaplain Webb
with a certificate of achievement for his
exemplary service as Chapter Chaplain from
November 2013 to May 2015. We wish Rob
and his wife Lynette the very best.

In closing, I want to remind everyone that
the US Army will celebrate its 240th birthday
on the 14th of June.  To all our Army brothers
and sisters, “The Army Goes Rolling Along”,
Happy Birthday!

President’s Report
By COL (Ret) Juan I. Chavez, USA

 Phone (910)797-5419, email: President@cfmoaa.org

   Our busy and successful month

Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

www.cfmoaa.org

     Membership Information, contact
     Secretary Don Gersh at 910- 624- 4597 or
     secretary@cfmoaa.org

     Advertising Information, contact
     Editor Don Gersh at 910- 624- 4597 or
     editor@cfmoaa.org

     Personal Affairs Officer, contact
     Ralph Hinrichs at 910- 867- 7754 or
     PAO@cfmoaa.org
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Editorial
By LTC (Ret) Don Gersh, USA

Phone (910) 624-4597, email: Secretary@cfmoaa.org

  Newsletter on “target”and
  e-commo takes first place

As editor of the Infogram, I was pleased
with the feedback I received from the
recent readership survey. The random

survey followed all the steps I learned in the
Army career advanced course and graduate
school. But to be totally truthful, I “Googled”
the subject on the Internet for a refresher.
 I mailed 30 surveys and received 18. That
was an acceptable number of replies.  I asked
general questions such as “Does the newsletter
meet your expectations?” I also included
specific questions about the standing columns,
including President’s Report, Editorial, et al.
     Except for one or two responses, the
respondents are highly satisfied or satisfied
with the appearance and content of the
Infogram. That made me feel good, for Juan
and I put a lot of thought and hard work into
each issue. Our columnists also work hard on
their articles ensuring they meet your needs.

 I’ve been a journalist since junior high
school and spent two plus careers as a public
affairs officer. Keeping up with the trends and
changes in this field is important to being an
effective communicator. I think we’ve been
successful in our endeavors.
 Members who have shared their email
addresses with us receive this newsletter
online, plus they receive A Gram of
Information, a MOAA-award winning
electronic news update and access to the top
web site of MOAA chapters of our size. As
you know, both are produced and edited by
Juan Chavez. And “yes,” he sits in front of his
computer and “designs, writes, adds photos
and links” to keep you informed.
 National MOAA announced last month
that for the second straight year, Juan took first
place in both categories again. BRAVO ZULU
and kudos Juan!

Don At National
Corvette Museum,
Bowling Green, KY

Auxiliary News: Surviving Spouses new name
Council leaders from across the country gathered April 16 at the Crowne Plaza Old

Town in Alexandria, Va., to learn more about national MOAA’s initiatives and exchange
best practices and ideas during the 2015 Council Presidents’ Seminar.

Kathy Prout announced the Auxiliary Member Advisory Committee had been renamed
the Surviving Spouses Advisory Committee (SSAC) in order to better reflect their mission.
Prout then reviewed the committee’s projects and objectives.

KEY ISSUE: Congress should repeal the law that reduces military Survivor
Benefit Plan (SBP) annuities by the amount of any survivor benefits payable under the VA
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) program. [From MOAA website]
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Personal Affairs News
By LTC (Ret) Ralph Hinrichs, USA
 Phone 910-867-7754 email PAO@cfmoaa.org

 Burial at sea? Yes, you can!

Would you like to be buried at sea?
Information provided by the
Department of the Navy at

http://www.navy.mil/navydata/nav_legacy.asp?id
=204 Burial at Sea is a means of final disposition
of remains that is performed on United States
Navy vessels. The committal ceremony is
performed while the ship is deployed.

Therefore, family members are not allowed to
be present. The commanding officer of the ship
assigned to perform the ceremony will notify the
family of the date, time, and longitude and
latitude once the committal service has been
completed.

Individuals eligible for this program are: (1)
active duty members of the uniformed services;
(2) retirees and veterans who were honorably
discharged; (3) U.S. civilian marine personnel of
the Military Sealift Command; and (4) dependent
family members of active duty personnel, retirees,
and veterans of the uniformed services. How to
get started:

After the death of the individual for whom the
request for Burial at Sea is being made, the
Person Authorized to Direct Disposition (PADD)
should contact the Navy and Marine Corps
Mortuary Affairs office at (866) 787-0081 to
request a packet and for additional information.
Supporting documents which must accompany
this request are:
• a photocopy of the death certificate;
• the burial transit permit or the cremation
certificate;
• a copy of the DD Form 214, discharge
certificate, or retirement order.

The Burial at Sea Request Form and the three
supporting documents listed above make up the
Burial at Sea Request package. A burial flag is
required for all committal services performed

aboard United States Naval vessels, except family
members, who are not authorized a burial flag.
Following the services at sea, the flag that
accompanied the cremains/remains will be
returned to the PADD. If the PADD does not
wish to send a burial flag for the service, a flag
will be provided by the Navy for the committal
service, but will not be sent to the PADD.
 Cremated remains (cremains) must be in an
urn or plastic/metal container. The cremains,
along with the completed Burial at Sea Request
package, and the burial flag will be forwarded to
the Burial at Sea Coordinator at the desired port
of embarkation (listed below). Prior to shipment,
a family member should call the coordinator
about the pending request.

Specific guidelines are required for the
preparation of intact (casketed) remains. All
expenses incurred in this process are the
responsibility of the PADD, who will select a
funeral home in the area of the port of
embarkation. Prior to shipment, a family member
should call the coordinator about the pending
request.

Funeral homes responsible for preparing and
shipping intact remains should contact the
mortuary services office at Navy Casualty in
Millington, TN to receive the preparation
requirements.

For further information about a Burial at Sea,
call (866) 787-0081, Monday - Friday, 7:30 A.M.
to 4:00 P.M. Central Time.

Ports of Embarkation:
Norfolk, Virginia; Jacksonville, Florida;
San Diego, California’  Bremerton, Washington
and Honolulu, Hawaii.
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Fayetteville State University
US Air Force Commissioning
May 8, 2015

Air Force Detachment 607 at Fayetteville State University held its spring 2015 commissioning
ceremony on 8 May in the Student Center. Professor of Aerospace Studies and Detachment
Commander, Lt Col Allen Gradnigo, US Air Force, was the host for the event.

The following three cadets were commissioned as second lieutenants in the US Air Force:
Kathiusca Leon, Joshua Nance, and Kyndreshia Stroman.

3rd Vice President Bill Dadek presented each of the new officers with a set of gold bars, a free
one-year membership in MOAA, and a pocket copy of the U.S. Constitution.

Fayetteville State University US Army Commissioning

May 8, 2015
The Army ROTC unit at Fayetteville State University held its Spring 2015 Commissioning

Ceremony on 8 May. The event was held in Seabrook Auditorium. CPT Rufino Farias, Jr., the
Assistant Professor of Military Science, acted as the host for the ceremony. LTC Scott, the
Campbell Battalion Commander, and his Executive Officer CPT Summers, also took part in the
ceremony.

The guest speaker was BG Mitchell I. Kilgo, Deputy Chief of Staff, G-6 and Chief
Information Officer, U.S. FORSCOM. The ceremony was well attended by family and friends of
the new lieutenants.

The following 11 cadets were commissioned as second lieutenants in the US Army: Courtney
M. Anderson, Maverick J. Bostic, Carl L. Guthrie, Sara D. Jones, Jack Konrat, Joseph S. Minardi,
James D. O’Neal, Aaron J. Reynolds, Sophia Rickard, Danielle J. Sibert, and Marcus J. Smith.

3rd Vice President Bill Dadek presented each of the new officers with a set of gold bars, a free
one year membership in MOAA, and a pocket copy of the U.S. Constitution.
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High School JROTC Leadership
Awards

School Year 2014-2015
The Cape Fear Chapter presented the MOAA Medal and Certificate to recognize JROTC cadets

who demonstrated exceptional potential for military leadership; awards were presented on dates
indicated. Congratulations to the following MOAA award recipients:

Cadet Taliyah McRae, South View High School Army JROTC; March 20th.

Cadet Jessica Howard, Jack Britt High School Army JROTC; March 27th.

Cadet LTC Fernando Jimenez, Saint Paul’s High School Army JROTC; April 2nd.

Cadet CSM Kenneth Santana, Union High School Army JROTC; April 25th.

Cadet LaBria Shaneice, East Bladen High School Army JROTC; April 29th.

Cadet Allyah Danielle McDougald, Harnett Central High School Army JROTC; May 2nd.

Cadet Jamison Sanders, EE Smith High School Air Force JROTC; May 6th.

Cadet Joshual Feliciano, Lumberton Senior High School Army JROTC; May 7th.

Cadet Meghan Bryant, Overhills High School Army JROTC; May 7th.

Cadet LTC Philip Schneider and Cadet Captain Candace Jacob, Fairmont High School Army JROTC;
 May 8th.

Cadet Destiny Jamison, Terry Sanford High School Air Force JROTC; May 8th.

Cadet Haylee Neal, Cape Fear High School Navy JROTC; May 8th.

Cadet Joshua Locklear, Purnell Swett High School Army JROTC; May 8th.

Cadet Jalen Carruth, Pine Forest High School Air Force JROTC; May 9th.

Cadet Alexis Butler, Westover High School Army JROTC; May 13th.

Cadet William Walker, Seventy First High School Air Force JROTC; May 15th.

Cadet Michael Hunter Gareckt, Hoke High School Army JROTC; May 16th.

Cadet Elise Guzman, West Bladen High School Army JROTC; May 19th.

Cadet TeAnnie Woods, Western Harnett High School Army JROTC; May 22nd.

Cadet Raven Hammonds, South Robeson High School Army JROTC; June 2nd.
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Membership Update
Recruiting We added four new members to
our rolls in May, bringing our total to 24 so far
during 2015. It is my pleasure to welcome our
newest members:

COL Miguel B. Hobbs, USA
COL (Ret) Mark D. Boyatt, USA
COL Scott A. Panagrosso, USANG
LTC (Ret) Gerald M. Gordner, II, USA

The challenges our military
establishment is facing this year are
unprecedented.  If we want to help ourselves,
our military and our nation, we need to
strengthen our voice on Capitol Hill. You can
contribute to this effort by recruiting ONE
additional Voice in 2015; we need everyone to
do their part.

To review, the eligibility criteria for

membership are: any commissioned or warrant
officer – active duty, retired, former, Reserve or
National Guard, in any of the seven uniformed
services.

Retention For the very few who did not respond
to our renewal notices, your membership can
still be reinstated if you reapply. If you are one
of the delinquents, please mail in your requests
using the form on the back page of the Infogram.
You can also renew online and pay by credit
card by going to http://www.moaa.org/
OnlineChapterDuesPayment/.  If you’re not sure
of your status or have any questions, please call
Don Gersh at (910) 484-4545.

Mark
Boyatt

Scott
Panagrosso

Marv
Gordner

Legislative News
In a survey conducted by The Washington

Post and the Kaiser Family Foundation of Post-9/11
veterans and currently serving members, 83 percent
indicated they do not favor the Pentagon’s FY 2015
proposals to cap pay, cut commissary benefits, and
increase housing and health care costs. A survey
conducted by Military.com found 90 percent of
active duty servicemembers rejected the proposed
changes to pay and benefits issued by the Pentagon.

The Association of the United States Navy
(AUSN) also conducted a poll. In the same hearing
where the Joint Chiefs testified before the Senate
Armed Services Committee, AUSN President Vice
Adm. John Totushek, USN (Ret), said their survey
found the same results as Military.com. "We did a
recent study basically asking people to tell us what
they thought about the impending changes, and 90
percent of them didn't like what was being

proposed," Totushek said. "What the chiefs are
hearing might not be what's really going on."

Former U.S. Rep. and retired Army Lt. Col.
Allen West, who sat on the House Armed Services
Subcommittee on Military Personnel, called the
Pentagon’s pay and benefit proposals “quite
disturbing,” and continued, “We should not be
forcing our men and women in uniform to choose
between a paycheck and training.”

MOAA agrees.

The bottom line: What does the survey say?
MOAA believes it’s pretty clear servicemembers
and their families do not support these proposals.
Fortunately, the House Armed Services Committee
feels the same way.

Extract from MOAA website:
Col. Mike Hayden, USAF (Ret) May 15, 2015



Infogram - 8

Chaplain’s Thoughts
     By Chap (LTC) Timothy Atkinson, USA
  phone (910) 978-3541  chaplain@cfmoaa.org

The Greatest Generation’s Legacy

Operation Overlord entailed landing
nine divisions of sea and airborne
troops, over 150,000 men, along a 60-

mile stretch of coast in just 24 hours. On D-
Day (June 6th 1944), three airborne divisions,
one British and two American, would drop
behind the landing beaches.

Their job, seize beach exits, capture
key transportation and communication points,
and block German counterattacks. Six divi-
sions would assault the five landing beaches.
Each beach had a code name. Utah Beach was
assigned to the U.S. 4th Division. The US
29th and 1st Divisions would land at Omaha
Beach. Further east, the British 50th Division
would assault Gold Beach and the Canadian
3rd Division would attack at Juno Beach. The
British 3rd Division would take Sword Beach.

The men who fought in this war were
called the “greatest generation.”

We do not have many more WWII vet-
erans left to tell their stories but their patriot
spirit lives on in the men and women who en-
list and swear in to defend the Constitution of
the United States.

 It has been 71 years since this great
operation, but each man and woman who
served our nation then and since, deserves the
support of our nation and the prayers of the
faithful. May God richly bless and keep you
and grant his grace and peace to you and your
family.

It is my joy to serve as your chaplain,
and to let you know that your support for
those who served, and are serving, is so im-
portant. Let me know how I can serve you,
and I look forward to getting to know each
and everyone. We are all important to the ef-
fort and united, we are so much more power-
ful to make a difference.
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____ ____

____ ____ ___ ___ ____

___ ___

___

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE CAPE FEAR CHAPTER OF THE

MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Initial Application Renewal Date

(Last Name) (First Name) (MI) (Rank) (Branch of Service)

(Mailing Address: Number and Street) (Preferred Telephone Number)

(City) (State) (Zip) (Email Address)

Birth Date _______________ Spouse’s name ______________________

Status: Retired Active Duty Former Officer Reserve National Guard

Cadet/Midshipman Auxiliary In this case fill in the above information but show your deceased

spouse’s rank and branch of service.

I am a member of National MOAA; my member # is _______________ . I am a Life Member

I am not a member.

I would like to receive my chapter newsletter via: Email USPS

In addition to my dues, I have included a donation of $________for the Chapter’s ROTC Scholarship Fund.

Your signature:

Annual Chapter membership dues are $20.00 for Regular members; $10.00 for Auxiliary.

Please mail this application with check (payable to CFC, MOAA) to: CAPE FEAR CHAPTER-MOAA,
P.O. Box 53621 Fayetteville, NC 28305
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Cape Fear Chapter, MOAA
Post Office Box 53621
Fayetteville, NC 28305

“We are a powerful voice speaking
for a strong national defense, and
representing the interests of military
officers and their families at every
stage of their career.”

2 Jun - CFC Board of Directors Meeting at Fort Bragg Conference and Catering
                 Center, 1100 hours
    14 Jun - Army’s 240th Birthday (1775) and Flag Day (1777)

     4 Jul  - Independence Day (1776)
          7 Jul - CFC Board of Directors Meeting at Fort Bragg Conference and Catering
                Center, 1100 hours

    30 Jul - General Membership Meeting/Scholarship Awards Luncheon,
                      The Mash House,1130 hours
     7 Aug - CFC Board of Directors Meeting at Fort Bragg Conference and Catering
      Center, 1100 hours
     1 Sep - CFC Board of Directors Meeting at Fort Bragg Conference and Catering
         Center, 1100 hours
 7 Sep - Labor Day
    11 Sep - Patriot Day (observed as a National Day of Service and Remembrance)
    19 Sep - Annual Golf Tournament, Baywood Golf Club, 1000 hours

Cape Fear Chapter website is www.cfmoaa.org


